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practical advantage through its obliteration of small
tyrannies and local oppressions. It has further to be
observed, that a very serious weakness in Bentham's
argument has been disclosed by the experience of half
a century, an experience which might be carried much
farther back with the help of that historical inquiry
which Bentham neglected and perhaps despised. I)e
mocratic governments no doubt attempt to legislate,
and administer in the interests of Democracy, provided
only the words are taken to mean the interests which
Democracy supposes to be its own. For purposes of
actual government, the standard of interest is not any
which Bentham would have approved, but merely
popular opinion. Nobody would have acknowledged
this more readily than Bentham, if his marvellously
long life could have been prolonged to this day. lie
was the ancestor of the advanced Liberals or Radicals
who now carry everything before them. All their
. favourite political machinery came from his intellec-
tual workshop. Household suffrage (which he faintly
preferred to universal suffrage), vote by ballot, and
the short Parliaments once in favour, received his
energetic advocacy; and he detested the House of
Lords. Yet there is no political writer whose
strongest and most fundamental opinions are so
directly at variance with the Radical ideas of the
moment. One has only to turn over his pages for
abundant evidence of this assertion. Over and over